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Columbus Region Logistics 
Roadmap

Foster a Logistics-Friendly 
Business Environment

Build High Skill Workforce 
for Competitive Advantage

Infuse World-Class 
Logistics Technology Into 

Regional Industry

Continue to Develop and 
Enhance Advanced 

Logistics Infrastructure



Key Initiatives and Accomplishments

� Executing the Roadmap

� Business Environment – advocacy and 
networking

� Technology Solution Center
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� Technology Solution Center

� Workforce – career pathways 

� Infrastructure – capitalizing on Stimulus 
funding



Key Initiatives and Accomplishments
Business Environment –
advocacy, networking

Chairs Mike Gardner, Exel; Ken Cherry, UPS

� Norfolk Southern and Port of Virginia engaged 
to leverage Heartland Corridor message
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to leverage Heartland Corridor message

� Networking event on March 12th featured Mark 
Barbash and Mike Gardner of Exel 

� John Ness testified before the State Senate in 
support of the ODOT budget as it impacts 
logistics

� Visits with media, journalists and site selector



Key Initiatives and Accomplishments
Technology – solution center

Chairs Ben Ritchey, Battelle;Jim Hendrickson, Sterl ing 
Commerce

� Centered on three key initiatives over a multi-
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year time horizon that leverage existing 
programs, entities and resources
• Problem Bank
• Logistics trends research report
• Commercialization pathway and 

entrepreneurship



Key Initiatives and Accomplishments
Workforce – career pathways

Chairs Tim Williams, McGraw-Hill Companies; Mary 
Vaughn, Columbus State Community College

� Ohio Skills Bank – CRLC to lead section on 
Logistics
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Logistics
� Expectation of the State Stimulus Internship 

RFP to be awarded and launched on July 1, 
2009

� March 11 Internship Networking event for 
approximately 70 OSU logistics students and 
15 industry reps



Key Initiatives and Accomplishments 
Infrastructure – capitalize on stimulus

Chairs Hal Wilson, Big Lots; Robin Holderman, Colum bus 
Region Airport Authority

� Partnered with Franklin County Engineer to 
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� Partnered with Franklin County Engineer to 
submit State Stimulus application for Alum 
Creek corridor

� Exploring opportunities under Federal 
stimulus and reauthorization bills

� Continuing industry advocacy and partnership 
on critical infrastructure initiatives



CRLC Board Members
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Abbott Nutrition

Battelle

Schenker Logistics

Big Lots

Kraft

Limited Brands, Inc.

McGraw Hill

Norfolk Southern
Big Lots

Cardinal Health

Columbus Regional Airport Authority

Columbus State Community College

CSX Intermodal

DSW Shoes

Exel

Honda

ODW Logistics

Pacer Global Logistics

Spartan Logistics

Sterling Commerce

The Ohio State University

The Pizzuti Companies

United Shippers Alliance

UPS



Membership Growth and Retention

� Actively building membership under new 
structure

� General Council Members

� Affiliates� Affiliates

� Contact:  Dan Ricciardi

Executive Director

daniel_ricciardi@columbus.org

614-225-6903


